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The Spruce Pine Mining District

A Brief Review of the History, Geology and Modern Uses of the
Minerals Mined in the Spruce Pine Mining District

by Alex Glover, PG
Chief Geologist, The Feldspar Corporation

It is amazing that this small 25
mile long by 10 mile wide
batholith of the Spruce Pine
Mining District (lying in Mitchell,
Avery, and Yancey Counties of
North Carolina) is so important
an ingredient for making
products we use everyday. We
often take for granted its role in
the quality of life that we enjoy
today.

The Spruce Pine District’s importance has increased as mankind’s need
for minerals has progressed from early native American burial
decoration to space-age computer parts of today. Even more amazing
is the fact that it took colliding continents to place this valuable resource
in such a beautiful area as the western North Carolina mountains.

HISTORY

The story of prospecting and mineral production of
the Spruce Pine Mining District began before
recorded time when the "Ancients” mined for
glittering mica during the Woodland age 2000 years
ago. The Ancients, an early name given to the
Native Americans by settlers of the area, mined
mica for grave decoration and wampum which they
traded as money. The mica is known to have been traded as far away
as the Ohio valley and is believed to have originated from Native
American mines in the spruce Pine area now known as the Clarissa,
Ray, and Sinkhole mines. Legend is that this mining of mica led
Hernando DeSoto to the Spruce Pine area around 1540 in search of
mineral wealth that he thought to be gold and silver. He found only
silver mica better known as muscovite mica.

Later, around 1744, legend is that Cherokee Indians mined
semi-weathered feldspar and kaolin from the Spruce Pine pegmatites
and used oxen-drawn sleds to transport it to the coast where it was
loaded on ships bound for England. In England, it was used as an
ingredient for patented English ceramic wares.
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